Thursday 11th February 2010

Dear Parents/Caregivers,

Welcome to another busy and exciting year with the senior team. We have already started planning some great trips, activities and events and have included some dates in this letter to allow you to plan time off to come and support us.  Other dates are yet to be confirmed and we will let you know as they are finalized.  Please remember that you can check dates and information about school events on our website event calendar at www.paremata.school.nz.

Homework.  This year we have included a student diary in our stationery list.  This is where students will record homework assignments and deadlines as well as other important dates and reminders.  Please check your child’s diary regularly and help them to get into the habit of doing some homework each night.  Homework tasks are set from work being done in class and will include some Writing, Spelling, Reading, Math and Inquiry/Arts activities.  We expect each child to complete two hours homework each week and ask that you sign your child’s diary at the end of each week to confirm that this is happening.

Parent/Teacher meetings.  It has been lovely to see a number of parents popping in to say hello already this term.  We appreciate your interest in what we are doing at school and it is always nice to put faces to names.  We will be holding more formal meetings around week four (22 February) when we can discuss your child’s goals for the year as well as any information you wish to share with us.  A notice will soon be sent home to let you know about times, dates and how to book your interview.

Learning.  As always we will have a strong focus on Numeracy, Reading comprehension and Writing throughout the year.  During term one we will also be looking at Statistical Investigations, Visual arts, Physical fitness, Athletic skills (eg high jump, sprints etc) and cricket skills.  Our Inquiry learning will relate to habits we can cultivate to make us life long learners as well as building good working relationships within our class and team.

In term two we would like to include a Changes at Puberty unit.  A notice will be sent home with more detail about this, as well as an invitation to attend a parent information evening to discuss the proposed programme.

Important dates.

19th  February:
Senior Council speech applications (Year 8s only)

4th March:
Senior Team fundraising fun run

23rd  March:
Parumoana Cricket tournament (afternoon)

26th March:
Run, Jump, Throw day

28th March:
Camp (returning 1st April)

1st June:
Interschool Cross Country

23rd August:
Parumoana Soccer/Netball tournament (afternoon)

23rd November:
Parumoana Softball/Frisbee tournament (afternoon)

16th December:
Paremata Awards Evening (Year 8s and families only. Date to be confirmed)

Please note that this list of events is not complete and we are awaiting confirmation of dates for other trips and tournaments.  Any and all help you can offer with supervision at these events is appreciated.

Camp.  Last year we had a wonderful time attending a camp at Mount Holdsworth and Masterton.  Our students had many opportunities to try new challenges, step outside their comfort zones and develop their confidence.  This year we have another exciting camp lined up which includes  a high wire course, kayaking, rock climbing, archery, shooting, flying fox, a confidence course and a nightline activity.  The accommodation will be in cabins at the Bridge Valley Christian Camp grounds near Nelson.

The cost of this camp will be no more than $240.00 per child, however we have already started planning for a range of fundraising activities and hope to reduce this cost closer to $200.00 per child.  Please be aware that although we will require a deposit and part payment towards this camp prior to leaving, payments can continue to be spread into term two if needed.  

Our decision to move our camp from term four to term one is based around a number of factors.  One of these is the hope for more settled weather, as camp activities over the previous two or three years have been effected by rain.  We were also concerned about the busy timetable for the senior team during term four, which includes tournaments, end of year Reports, College visits, and the Awards evening to name just a few of our commitments.  Another important factor was that while holding a camp in term four is a lovely way to end the year before saying goodbye to our Year 8 students who are heading off to college, we felt that the team building and personal development gained through camp would be of greater benefit to us as a team if experienced and shared earlier in the year.

Obviously we can’t go to camp without the support of parent volunteers who are prepared to spend a week of their lives with over eighty lively students.  If you are interested in joining us for this action packed experience and have a reasonable degree of fitness, patience and a sense of responsibility please email Sally on sallyr@paremata.school.nz
Thanks for your support.  We are looking forward to another great year and hope to see you at our various events.

Sally Ratchford, Naomi Fairley and John Pesefea

